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in all she was to see. She was constantly in com-
pany with Lamb, Hazlitt, Coleridge, Constable,
and many more, hitherto known to her only by
name. Of Charles Lamb especially, of his wit,
humour, and quaintness she retained the liveliest
recollection, and he had evidently a great liking
for her, referring jokingly to her in his letters
as " Doctor Christy," and often inviting her, with
the Godwin family, to tea, to meet her relatives,
when up in town, or other friends.

On nth November, the very day after the
two girls arrived in London, a meeting occurred
of no special interest to Christy at the time, and
which she would have soon forgotten but for
subsequent events. Three guests came to dinner
at Godwin's. These were Percy Bysshe Shelley
with his wife Harriet, and her sister, Eliza West-
brook. Christy Baxter well remembered this,
but her chief recollection was of Harriet, her
beauty, her brilliant completion and lovely hair,
and the elegance of her purple satin dress. Of
Shelley, how he looked, what he said or did,
what they all thought of him, she had observed
nothing, except that he was very attentive to
Harriet The meeting was of no apparent signi-
ficance and passed without remark: little indeed
did any one foresee the drama soon to follow.
Plenty of more important days, more interesting
meetings to Christy, followed during the next few